FENCES
PURPOSES

This handout assists the public by providing valuable information regarding the
construction or replacement of fences within the Village’s residential districts. This
information should make it easier to apply for the permit and assure construction
conforms with all applicable codes and ordinances.

PERMIT APPLICATION
The Village of Beach Park requires a permit prior to beginning any construction.

To obtain a permit, a properly filled out permit application form must be submitted to the
Building Department along with two (2) copies of a plat of survey or site plan showing
the location, length, size, and description (i.e., solid or chain link) of the proposed fence.

If the property owner is applying for the permit and is doing the work, “owner/self”
should be written on the “General Contractor” line of the permit. If a contractor will be
doing the work, they must meet the Village’s requirements for contractor eligibility.

I utilities need to be located, call J.U.L.LE. (Joint Utility Locating Information for
Excavators) at 1-800-892-0123 allowing 48 hours for service.

Upon approval and before construction begins, display the permit card in the window
nearest the front door or where visible from the street.

INSPECTIONS

A posthole depth and final inspection following installation is required to insure that the

construction complies with Village code and that all construction materials and debris are
removed.

DEFINITIONS

Fence. A free-standing structure of metal, masonry, composition or wood or any
combination thereof, resting on or partially buried in the ground and rising above ground
level, and used for confinement or screening. Any plantings, shrubbery, hedges or other
vegetation, whether used individually or in combination with a free-standing structure of
metal, masonry, composition or wood, which is installed so as to provide an effective
barrier to vision shall also constitute a fence if its length is more than 10 feet.

Solid Fence. Any fence which, when viewed from an angle of (90) ninety degrees, is less
than 50% open.
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Open Fence. Any fence which, when viewed from an angle of (90) ninety degrees, is at
least 50% open.

Height. Height shall be measured from the ground, at the point of measurement.
Provided, that the elevation of the ground, at the point of measurement, has not been
artificially changed by the installation of a berm, mound, or fill. If the elevation at the
point of measurement has been so changed, then the height shall be measured from the
elevation of the ground prior to the change. See Illustration A.
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REGULATIONS

The fence shall be constructed on the lot for which the permit has been taken out. The
services of a surveyor are recommended for locating fences along property lines.

The finished side of the fence shall face the adjacent lot line or street. The finished side

of the fence shall be that side of the fence without support posts, columns, fails, or other
structural members. Fences shall have a general uniform appearance.
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No fence located in a residential district shall contain any barbed wire (except as noted),
electric charge or be designed, constructed, or installed in any way to provide or cause
any injury to any person, or if a safety hazard is created.

The use of barbed wire is prohibited except under the following conditions:

(1) In the HC, CS, LI, or GI Zoning District, but at a height of not less than 7 feet
above ground level,

(2) In other districts by variation from the Zoning Board of Appeals if after a public
hearing the Board finds that such type of protective barrier is required for the

protection of the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the Village of
Beach Park.

A solid type or open type fence may be erected to a height not exceeding 7 feet in any of
the following instances:

(1) Along a railroad right-of-way

(2) Along the lot line of residential property which separates such a property from
any business or industrial district or from any property being used for a non-
conforming use which is permitted in only a business or industrial district.

A fence may be constructed on easements granted to the Village, or dedicated for public
utilities, provided that the applicant acknowledges in writing the conditions as set forth in
this application guide, to be made part of the permit application.

The Village also has regulations regarding fences around swimming pools. Contact the
Building Department for information on these items.

LOCATION AND MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF FENCES

The following examples will assist in illustrating the location and maximum sizes
allowable for the construction of fences. Please note those triangular areas on some
examples. [These are visual obstruction triangles that limit maximum heights, including
shrubbery, to 4’ solid and chain link fences within 30’ at street intersections, and 4° chain

link fences within 30°at driveway intersections.] These regulations apply only to corner
lots. See Illustration B.

Effective 7/9/02



STREET

I
I
HOU3E HOUSE i
I

STREET
I}
|
GARAGE
STREET

NRIVE

I
[
ﬁ HOUSE HOUSE HOUSE HOUSE HOUSE
i

o
o3
-~
=0
oS
o
4=
=]
-
T
ol
[=]
g
&
[al=4
z
f=1
=
;
=)
a2
_.G
2
E
&1
Z
A
o

—.— 4 SOLID OR
T CHAIN LINK

6 SOLID OR
CHAIN LINK

ILLUSTRATION B

DUTY OF THE BUILDING INSPECTOR; FENCE NUISANCES

It is made the duty of the Building Inspector to exercise supervision over all fences
erected, altered, constructed or maintained, and to cause inspection by inspectors in his
department of all such fences to be made; whenever it shall appear that any such fence or
any part thereof, has been erected in violation of this Chapter or of any other ordinance of
the Village of Beach Park or is in an unsafe condition or has become unstable or insecure
or is in such condition as to be a menace to the safety or health of the public, he shall
thereupon issue or cause to be issued a notice in writing to the owner of such fence, or to
the person maintaining the same, or to the owner of the property upon which the fence is
placed, informing such person, firm or corporation of the violation of this Chapter and the
dangerous condition of such fence, and directing him to make such alterations or repairs
thereto and to do such acts or things as are necessary or advisable to place such fence in a
safe, substantial and secure condition, and to make the same comply with the
requirements of the Chapter, within such reasonable time as may be stated in said notice.
Any and all fences erected, installed or maintained in violation of this Chapter, or any of
the clauses or provisions of the same, or in violation of any of the laws of the Village of
Beach Park, or the County of Lake, or the State of Illinois are and each of them is hereby
declared to be a public nuisance and subject to treatment and abatement as such.
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