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A Word from the Mayor
When the village board voted to put the Home Rule Referendum on the ballot last
August, that kicked off a series of public information efforts geared to connect the
community with the facts about the specifics of Village of Beach Park finances.
The goal was not to advocate for one position or another, but rather to provide
voters with important realities about Beach Park government. In addition to
providing information through our village newsletter, website and social media
outlets such as Facebook, Twitter and Next Door, we met with residents
personally.
In the past two months, there were three public information meetings held at
Village Hall and two Saturday morning coffees (one at Village Hall and one at the
Beach Park McDonalds).
These meetings provided attendees with an opportunity to view a short video that was created by our staff
as well as time to interact with myself, village trustees and the staff members. Residents were encouraged to
either speak their mind verbally, or provide written comments on sheets that were provided for that purpose.
Over one hundred people attended these meetings and I hope I had an opportunity to personally speak with
everyone.
This was an important time in Beach Park—it provided us an opportunity to learn what is on the hearts and
minds of the Beach Park residents that we serve. It was a pleasure and an honor to meet you and I am happy
to report that your concerns and questions were heard. The important takeaways from these meetings are:
•
•

The village has never and does not plan to levy a municipal property tax. Property tax bills are
paid to other governmental agencies, not the Village of Beach Park.
The village has had a balanced budget in all 30 years of its existence and operates on a “pay as
we go” philosophy — only embarking upon improvements when the funds are available.

The referendum failed. What next?
Nothing. The village pursued this referendum in order to have another tool in the toolbox to deal with many
of the issues that are faced by the village and were articulated by the residents over the past few months. The
village is not in a crisis situation, nor did it depend upon this measure to balance a budget or amass any sort of
arbitrary power. Not having the tool of Home Rule means that the village will operate as it has for the past 30
years.
To everyone who voted last month, I deeply thank you. Look for more opportunities to come together as a
community in 2019. Please join us and share your thoughts. Chief Justice Sandra Day O'Connor once said, "As a
citizen, you need to know how to be a part of it, how to express yourself - and not just by voting." I encourage
everyone to visit the village website and see if there are ways you can volunteer with the village. Attend a
board meeting. Come to one of our special events this summer. Join us for coffee. Our village is wide open and
all thoughts and comments are welcome.
On behalf of your Village Board we wish you a very happy and safe holiday season. If there is anything that
our staff can do to serve you, please call 847-746-1770.
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Tax Breaks for Seniors—Do YOU Qualify?
Article written by Trustee Regina Miller
Property tax exemptions are available to many senior citizen
homeowners in Lake County, but you will need to do some
legwork to find them and lower your property tax bill.
The agency that collects your taxes (Lake County Assessment
Office) can help you find information about the exemptions it
offers. Research and paperwork might take a couple of hours of
your time, but the effort could lower your tax bill.
Here is a description of some property tax exemptions
available for senior citizens in Lake County, IL:
Senior Homestead Exemption:
This exemption lowers the equalized assessed value of the
property by $5,000. To qualify, applicants must be 65 years of
age or older, as well as own and live on the property as their
principal residence.

Senior Citizen's Assessment Freeze:
The Senior Freeze provides seniors with limited income
protection against real estate tax increases, due to rising
property values. To qualify, applicants must be 65 years of age
or older, as well as own the property as their principal
residence for the past two January 1st dates, and have a total
household income of $65,000 or less (new for 2018). This
exemption must be renewed on an annual basis. Applications
are mailed to all taxpayers that are receiving the Senior
Homestead Exemption, each year in the spring.
Nobody likes paying an extra dime in taxes. Yet when it
comes to property tax bills, some homeowners pay too much
because they simply aren’t aware they qualify for an
exemption. Savings from exemptions will vary depending upon
what you qualify for and the value of your home.

For more information about senior taxes, call 847-377-2000 or visit these Lake County websites:
• www.lakecountyil.gov/457/Senior-Homestead-Exemption
• www.lakecountyil.gov/462/Senior-Citizens-Assessment-Freeze

Winter Homecare Tips for Beach Park Residents
Article written by Trustee Larry Wells
This time of year is about
preparing for a season of
holiday cheer, laughter
and fellowship with
family. It should also be
about preparing our
home so that we can
weather our harsh Beach
Park winter safely.
1. Get the furnace inspected.
One of the most important parts of wintertime living is
keeping the heat flowing, so make sure your furnace is running
at its best. HVAC professionals can get very busy with faulty
furnaces during the late winter months, so calling in the early
fall will help ensure you get the work done.
2. Look at your roof and gutters.
Now is the time to replace any worn shingles, inspect the
flashing and add insulation to your attic. Watch for debris in the
gutters and downspouts as well – snowmelt can lead to serious
runoff, and that needs to be directed away from your home to
avoid water damage. Can’t get up on your roof? No worries – a
good contractor can handle the inspection in less than an hour.

3. Inspect your windows.
Many homes lose a great deal of heat through tiny cracks
around windows and doors. Not sure how your windows and
doors are doing? Try the candle test. In a perfectly still room,
light a candle and hold it near the top, bottom and sides of your
doors and windows. When the candle flickers, you have a draft.
In some cases, new weather-stripping or caulking can remedy
the issue. If you need replacement windows, now is the time.
4. Remember the chimney.
A thorough chimney inspection is necessary to make sure
your fireplace is safe for winter use. If it hasn’t been cleaned in
a while, contact a chimney sweep for help. While you’re at it,
put fresh batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors.
5. Do basic maintenance.
Small maintenance tasks are often overlooked, and that can
wreck havoc on your spring.
 Drain water hoses or sprinkler systems
 Winterize your lawn mower
 Store summer gardening equipment
 Trim back tree branches that overhang power
lines to prevent damage from ice-laden limbs.

Whether you need window replacement, a clean chimney or more insulation to avoid an ice dam on the roof,
get it done now before the harsh weather makes the work more difficult.
Thank you for allowing us to serve you in 2018 and we wish you a very happy and blessed holiday season!
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Library Brings Programs to Beach Park Village Hall!

Yoga Program #1 Move With Ease Chair Yoga
Thursday, January 31, 2019 | 11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Have a seat and letting our body move with our breath. This
type of movement allows for the most gentlest ways of
strengthening and lengthening our muscles and delicately
releasing any pains in our joints. This is a free 45 minute chair
yoga session open to ages 18 and up.
Yoga Program #2 Mommy and Me Yoga
Thursday, February 21, 2019 | 11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Mommy and Me Yoga is a great way to relax with your
children. All ages are welcome! During this free 30 minute
class, we will do some stretching, breathing, and balancing,
practices which allow us to work together as a mommy and me
team. Miss Ashley who is a YogaFit certified yoga instructor and
a preschool teacher will present this class.
Yoga Program #3 - Restorative Yoga
Thursday, March 21, 2019 | 11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Restorative yoga is an excellent opportunity to disconnect
from the constant activity of daily life and let your speedometer
return to 0 mph. Bring a pillow and a blanket to this free class
and join our safe harbor where you will feel secure in the
inherent goodness within your heart and in the world.

HOLIDAY DISPOSAL


Holliday trees are picked up every Friday in
January. Please remove lights and decorations.



Drop off broken and unwanted electronics at
Public Works, 40185 Glendale Avenue, M-F
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.



Yard waste will no longer be collected after
December 14. Yard waste collection begins
again on the first collection day in April 2019.



For more information on holiday recycling visit
swalco.org

Bilingual Storytime for Pre-schoolers
January 10, 2019 | 10:30 am – 11:00 am
February 14, 2019 | 10:30 am – 11:00 am
March 14, 2019 | 10:30 am – 11:00 am
The entire family is welcome to join your preschooler for this
free Spanish storytime! Delight and stimulate your child’s
senses through books, rhymes, music and movement.
Toda la familia es bienvenida a venir con su niño/a prescolar
para la hora de cuento en español gratis. Disfruta de cuentos,
canciones, rimas y diversión. Tus niños podrán repasar los
colores, números y movimientos de una forma divertida.

Offered at the library!

The village has partnered with the Zion Benton Library
District to bring library programs closer to Beach Park residents.
Residents who are interested in attending the programs offered
at Village Hall, should call the library at 847-872-4680 or visit
zblibrary.info.
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Snow Removal Operations in Beach Park

As the 2018-19 winter season approaches, the Beach Park Public

activities will continue until all the snow has been removed

Works Department is already preparing its equipment to meet

from the road. During long snow events, this clearing may

the upcoming challenges in regard to ice, snow and other

result in multiple plowing passes from the middle, all the way

precipitation.

to the curb, and could result in large deposits along the road

As in years past, village staff will undergo mandatory

easement (or road edge) including driveway aprons.

equipment and program training in an effort to meet, and work

Am I permitted to shovel or snow blow my

to surpass, expectations. The challenges of winter maintenance

driveway into the street?

are a balancing act between the weather and road conditions,

No, residents who deposit snow into the road from their

staffing levels, functionality of equipment, traffic, and the many

driveway or sidewalk assume liability in the case of an accident

other emergency activities completed by Public Works. Some

or injury resulting from this act. Residents are encouraged to

of these are completed simultaneously during a snow event.

shovel or snow blow driveway snow ‘downstream’ from the

The department is dedicated and works tirelessly to meet

direction of traffic (to the right facing the road from the

resident expectations. The following are frequently asked

garage).

questions and answers during the winter maintenance season.

When should I move my car off the street?

What is the contact telephone number for Public Works if I have

Village parking restrictions are clearly marked on posted signs

a question or a concern?

at primary village entrances. In addition to the restrictions

During normal business hours:

outlined on the posted signs, parking restrictions go into effect

Monday – Friday, 7:00 am – 3:30 pm | 847-246-6061.

as soon as plowing operations have started. Residents are

After hours, weekends and on holidays:

strongly encouraged to move vehicles off the streets as soon as

847-549-5200 This is the non-emergency number to the Lake

winter weather arrives, as the equipment often must pass

County Sheriff’s Department.

between vehicles that are parked legally on the street. This

Why is snow pushed into my driveway by the plows?
This is an unavoidable inconvenience. During periods of snow,
plows will clear the roads moving from the ‘crown’ of the road
(or middle of the road) toward the outside curb. Plowing

creates a potential hazard for the winter maintenance
equipment, and slows down the overall response of the winter
maintenance program. Please watch the weather and move
vehicles from the road as soon as possible during winter
weather.
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What should I do if a plow damages my

This mailbox needs
mailbox? Or my parkway?
attention before
Public Works repairs or restores damage snow plow season!
to parkways in the spring, following the
end of the winter season. Damage to the
parkway should be reported as soon as
it is identified. Public Works repairs or
replaces mailboxes and mailbox support
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up to code with a sufficiently supported post prior to the fast
approaching winter season.
Why won’t the Village plow my sidewalk or my driveway?
The costs of such a program would be very prohibitive.
Residents are expected to remove snow from their own
driveways and sidewalks adjacent to their property so that
pedestrians are not forced to walk in the street.

posts that have been damaged by a

Why did the plow back up in my driveway?

‘direct strike’ from the plow or plow

When providing clearing services for dead end streets, this is a

vehicle. The department does not complete repairs caused by

necessary maneuver as the plow drivers must operate the

snow thrown from the plow. When purchasing a mailbox,

trucks safely and efficiently throughout our community.

sturdiness should be a consideration so that it can resist the

Is Public Works responsible for winter maintenance on every

force, weight and weep of snow caused by plows. No repairs or

road in Beach Park?

replacements will be completed on mailboxes or mailbox

No. There are many roads throughout Beach Park that are

support posts that have been improperly installed. If a mailbox

maintained by agencies other than the Beach Park Public

is in an unsatisfactory condition now, once the winter season

Works. State and county roads are each maintained by the

approaches, and snow removal services are in full force, the

jurisdictional agency. Problems or issues on these roads should

conditions may only worsen. Please make sure your mailbox is

be reported directly to the jurisdictional agency.
What should I do if it is my garbage day
and plows are out clearing snow?
During winter maintenance activities, residents are strongly
encouraged to place garbage and recycle cans back away from
the curb, and inside the apron of the driveway so that blowing
snow coming off the plow doesn’t knock the cans over. The
closer the cans are placed to the curb, the greater the
likelihood they will be knocked over during plowing operations.
Adopt a hydrant!
The village encourages residents to adopt a hydrant this winter

A 2019 Resolution: Sign Up for
Direct Debit to Pay Utility Bill

by keeping the path around and to the hydrant clear of snow.
The snow should be removed about three feet away from the
hydrant in all directions, with a pathway cleared between the
hydrant and the

The village continues to strive for the best
customer service possible. Free direct debit payment
service is available to make paying your water and
sewer bills more convenient. Pay utilities online, at
your convenience, saving postage and avoiding any
late fees.
Other online payment services include, ordinance
violations, business license renewals, building permit
fees, zoning certificates and certificates of occupancy.
To sign up visit www.villageofbeachpark.com today!

roadway, so local
firefighters can
access them
readily. Thank
you for your help
– the home you
save, may be
your own!
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The Village of Beach Park Wishes You…...
In the Village of Beach Park if you see
something, please say something!
Call the Lake County Sheriff’s Department.
Emergencies: 9-1-1
Non emergency: 847-377-4000
It’s getting dark MUCH earlier.
As it is later in the year and gets darker earlier, thefts tend to
increase. Remember to lock your house and car and conceal
valuables. Be aware of pedestrians. Report ANY suspicious
activity.
Refrain from sending checks or cash in the mail as mail theft
tends to increase this time of year. Holidays have some of the
highest DUI offenses for the year. Please drive safe and be
aware of others on the road this holiday season. During the
winter season, when it gets dark earlier, please remember to
wear appropriate reflective clothing while out walking along
Beach Park roadways.
Social Hosting
Has your teen approached you about hosting a party over
the holidays? This time of year is ideal for celebrating with
friends, but drinking alcohol is never something that should be
included in underage parties. According to a 2015 survey of
high school-aged teens:
• 61% reported they have drank alcohol.
• 36% reported they’d had at least 1 drink of
alcohol in the past 30 days.
• 76% reported it would be very easy or fairly easy
to get alcohol.
One way you can protect your teen from the dangers of
underage drinking is to not provide them with alcohol. “Social
hosting” is when adults knowingly or unknowingly provide
alcohol to underage drinkers or ignore underage drinking on
their property or property for which they are responsible.
Providing alcohol to minors is against the law and sends the
dangerous message that it is okay to break the law. When
parents provide alcohol for their teens or don’t know if teens
are drinking in their home, they place teens at risk for injury,
unprotected sex, drug use, violence, sexual assault and other
risky behaviors. It also opens a door to lifelong problems with
alcohol, places teens at risk for alcohol poisoning and drunk
driving and shows disrespect for other parents who do not
want their teens to drink. When a parent allows drinking by
minors in their home, they risk being held personally
responsible if something goes wrong or anyone gets hurt.

Here are some tips from the Alcohol Education Trust for
hosting a safe, alcohol-free holiday celebration for teens:
1. Brainstorm ways to celebrate that don’t involve your home
– going to the movies, bowling or shopping with friends.
2. Agree on the list of who will be invited. If anyone has a
reputation for drinking or trying to sneak alcohol into
places, explain why you don’t want that person to be
invited.
3. Discuss with your teen how they will invite their friends –
no open invitations on Facebook, Twitter or other social
media. If this happens, you may wind up with unwelcome
guests!
4. Make sure that your teen understands and agrees to
follow your house rules and let them have ownership of
the party. Explain that s/he can have more parties in the
future, but only if the rules are followed this time.
Here are some ideas for adding an extra element of fun to the
party.
• Stay home and aware of what is going on during the party.
Children behave differently if they know adults are around.
Your teen might die of embarrassment if you are in the
party area, so keep a reasonable distance from the action
but let him/her know you’ll be on hand if something goes
wrong.
• Provide plenty of food and non-alcoholic beverages.
• Be sure to have plenty of games and distractions on hand.
Teenagers become bored easily, so it’s best to keep them
occupied with healthy activities.
• Someone may try to sneak in alcohol in a water or soda
bottle, so be prepared and work out how you will handle it.
One thing to consider is asking guests to leave water
bottles at home or checking their contents when they
arrive.
• Be sure to let your neighbors know that you’ll be hosting a
party and set a reasonable finish time that will allow
parents to pick up their kids and/or teens to drive home
safely at a reasonable hour.
After the party, tell your teen you are proud of them and their
friends!

Beach Park: Where Friends and Families
Live, Work, Gather and Play.
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…….A Happy and SAFE Holiday Season
The Village of Beach Park loves the holidays.
Festive celebrations, flickering lights and winter
greens are hallmarks of the holiday season in
Beach Park, but they also present fire risks that
can quickly turn this festive time of year into a
devastating one. Check out these statistics:
Holiday decorations
U.S. fire departments respond annually to an
estimated average of 840 home structure fires
that begin with decorations, (excluding Christmas
trees).
• Decorations were too close to a heat source
such as a candle or equipment in two of every
five (42%) fires.
• More than one-fifth (21%) of the decoration
fires started in the kitchen. Fifteen percent
started in the living room, family room or den.
• One-fifth (19%) of the home decoration fires
occurred in December.
• Candles started more than one-third (36%) of
home decoration structure fires.
• More than half (55%) of the December home
decoration fires were started by candles,
compared to one-third (32%) in January to
November.
• The top three days for home candle fires were
Christmas, New Year’s Day, and New Year's
Eve.
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