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A Word from Mayor John Hucker
Welcome to 2019!
On behalf of myself and your Village Board, I wish you a
healthy, happy and prosperous year. This issue of the Village
Link is the first of 2019, and I am pleased to report that it is
filled with useful information for every season, all year long.
Make sure to turn to page 7, and mark you calendars so that I
will have a chance to meet you at one of the great events
happening in the Village of Beach Park this year. There is
something for everyone.
Have you ever wondered what services are covered by your tax bill? Spoiler alert!
Beach Park residents pay ZERO property taxes to the village. So where does the village
budget come from and where does the money go? Why are my taxes so high if the
village does not collect a property tax? In this issue we have provided you with clear
information on understanding your property taxes and how your dollars are divided
up among several other taxing bodies.
Speaking of other taxing bodies, springtime is election time. On Tuesday, April 2, I
urge all Beach Park residents to join me as we elect our local government officials.
Local government manages a lot of different things — and the decisions directly
affect both our bank accounts and our daily life. There is no level of government that
is more directly responsible for serving the residents of Beach Park than the village,
county, townships, state and school boards.
Remember, local governments lead the way when the federal government does
not. The federal government was recently shut down for the longest time in history.
There is not much we as citizens of our country can do about that, but as residents
of Beach Park, we can get involved in local elections, such as the school board,
township, and village. By voting in local elections, attending meetings of our elected
bodies, and holding our officials accountable, we create the change we want to see.








Lake County Offices for Election
April 2, 2019
Municipal offices
Library trustees
Park district commissioners
School board members
Community college trustee
Regional board of school trustees

If you have questions about
your voter registration,
visit the
Lake County Clerk’s
website at
lakecountyil.gov/Elections
or call 847-377-2400.

Beach Park Village Hall has expanded operating hours! We now open earlier and
stay open later in order to serve you better. If there is anything that our staff can
help with, call village hall at 847-746-1770.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
A Word from the Mayor ........ 1
Understanding Sales Tax…...... 2
YOUR Tax Dollar ..................... 3
Beach Park Revenues ............. 4
Village Expenditures ............... 5
NPDES Notification ................. 6
2019 Community Calendar .... 7

NEW VILLAGE HALL
HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

8:00 am-4:30 pm
8:00 am-4:30 pm
8:00 am-4:30 pm
8:00 am-6:30 pm
8:00 am-4:30 pm

Open later on Thursdays
to serve you better!

Find the Village of Beach Park
on Facebook,
Nextdoor and Twitter at:
Village of Beach Park, Illinois
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To all Beach Park Residents
and Businesses
It is with great pride that we present to
you excerpts from the village’s first Popular
Annual Financial Report (PAFR). The PAFR is
available to pick up at village hall and on the
village website.
The PAFR is a summarized version of
important elements of the village’s official
financial statements, called the
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
(CAFR).
The 150 page CAFR is also available on
the village website. The CAFR fulfills the
village’s compliance to Illinois State law. It is
very detailed and has been independently
audited. The auditors have issued an
unmodified (“clean”) opinion on the village’s
financial statements for the year ended April
30, 2018.
This PAFR document is not required by
any regulatory body, rather it is the village’s
desire to convey information about major
aspects of the village’s financial condition to
the general public.
As you review the PAFR you will note
some good news. For the third year in a row,
since the downturn in 2010, estimated
actual value of property in the village has
increased. Beach Park is finally feeling the
effects of the recovering housing market and
the uptick in the economy. We continue to
work toward developing available locations,
constantly reaching out to potential
developers. With a concentrated effort in
code enforcement, we are improving curb
appeal within the residential and business
districts in Beach Park, making it more
attractive to new development. This is
evidenced by the recent opening of two
nationally recognized brands in Beach Park:
Speedway (Nov 2017), and Dollar General
(Aug 2018).
We hope you find the 2018 PAFR to be
highly informative. If you ever have any
questions about the village’s finances, do
not hesitate to contact the administration
team at Village Hall at 847-746-1770.

This overview is of the village’s financial
operations for the fiscal year ended April 30,
2018. The data included here is not in
accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles as only selected
information is presented. All data provided is
compiled from the Village of Beach Park
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
(CAFR) which does comply.
The CAFR is available at
www.villageofbeachpark.com
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Understanding Sales Tax
The State of Illinois levies a sales tax on all retail sales and collects the tax on behalf
of local municipalities. The state also levies and distributes a use tax. A use tax is an
additional sales tax that a purchaser owes on items intended for use in Illinois — for
example items that are bought online and delivered to a Beach Park address.
The Village of Beach Park receives one percent of these taxes when items are
purchased in or delivered to the village. Automotive and filling stations provide the
largest portion of sales tax revenue in the village.

Sales Tax Revenue by Category
*Sales made in Beach Park during Jan 2017 - Dec 2017

3 Year Sales and Use Tax History
Over the last three years, the village has seen steady growth in sales and use tax
revenue, this is partly due to the increase in online shopping. The institution of a state
tax for online purchases has increased the village’s share of local use tax revenue as
depicted below.
Sales tax is important to the village as a revenue stream because it is not wholly
dependent upon the state. Attracting viable retail development in an effort to grow and
diversify this revenue stream is always a village priority.
2016

2017

2018

Sales Tax

$474,467

$499,766

$540,402

Use Tax

$314,820

$336,265

$358,727

$789,287

$836,031

$899,129

TOTAL
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Understanding Property Tax
Property Tax Rates in Beach Park by Taxing District
Beach Park has had a balanced budget in all 30 years of existence.
Beach Park residents pay municipal property taxes to several different taxing districts.
The Village of Beach Park does not levy a municipal property tax.

NOTE: A small percentage of the village population lives in Warren, Waukegan and Newport Township vs. Benton Township, depicted here; however, the taxing percentage ratios are similar.

School Districts—79.98%

Lake
Fire
Library
District County
4.54% 2.88%
8.5%

Other
4.09%

Village
of
Beach
Park
0.00%
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Where the money comes from...
Village of Beach Park,
Lake County, Illinois
Incorporated May 1989
2018 Demographic Snapshot
Data Sources: Lake County Partners
US Census Bureau—Census 2010/2014
Bureau of Labor Statistics

Revenues for general governmental activities totaled $3,345,857, while the cost of
governmental functions totaled $2,835,726. This results in a surplus of $510,131 prior to
transfers out for future capital improvements of $447,260. In 2017, revenue of $3,298,524
exceeded expenses of $2,650,406, resulting in a surplus of $639,118 prior to transfers out
of $646,475. Revenues for 2018 of $3,345,857 increased $56,333 or 1.70% from last year.
The increase in revenue is due mainly to permit activity and increased shared services
revenue.
The chart below graphically depicts the major general fund revenue sources of the
village. It depicts very clearly the village’s dependence on state distributed income tax and
sales and use taxes to fund governmental activities (noted in shades of blue) . It also clearly
identifies the less significant percentage the village receives from road and bridge, and
telecommunication taxes.

→Beach Park Funds

Beach Park was founded
in 1989, upon the principal
that government should be
financially sound and
self-sustaining without a
municipal property tax.
Our mission is to be
business and resident
friendly, while assuring
the health, safety and
welfare of Beach Park
as a whole.

A fund is a set of accounts that are segregated to report on specific activity
conducted by a government. Beach Park has three major governmental fund groupings;
governmental, proprietary and fiduciary. Organized under these headings are nine
individual governmental funds and the village adopts an annual budget for all funds. The
only fund presented in this document is the General Fund, which falls under
governmental fund grouping. For information on all funds, please see the CAFR.
→General Fund Balance: Financial Policy
The General Fund is the village’s primary operating fund. It supports core operating
services. The fund balance in the General Fund increased in fiscal year end 2018 by
$62,872, or 1.7%. Net Operating Income was $510,131 before transfers out of $300,000
for future capital improvements, $20,000 for Vehicle Replacement, and an additional
$29,000 in contributions toward the unfunded pension liability. The ending fund balance
is 135% of total expenditures, remaining well above the target of 25% of expenditures,
demonstrating continued financial stability for the Village of Beach Park.
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...where the money goes.
The cost per capita to provide general services to each
Beach Park resident was $204.99 for FY 2018.
The per capita expenditure is calculated by taking the total general fund expenditures of $2,835,726
and dividing it by Beach Park’s current population of 13,833.
The functional expenses of the General Fund include the operational costs for public safety, streets, forestry, building
maintenance, street maintenance, street lighting, building planning and zoning, and administration/finance. Capital outlay
reflects the investment in capital equipment and infrastructure, including improvement of buildings and facilities, computer
hardware and software and equipment purchases. Debt service is the repayment of principal and interest on outstanding debt
related to the construction of the Milton C. Jensen Public Works Facility.
The village accomplished several major initiatives in FY 2018. A few examples are (4) new warning sirens in order to
improve the safety of our residents; an aggressive road repair and improvement program; painting and preventative
maintenance on village water towers; safety improvements along Sheridan Road and increased code enforcement efforts which
result in visible improvements to the condition of the village.
All of these efforts are achieved without the village levying a property tax on the residents of Beach Park.

Revenues
Taxes

Expenditures

2018

2017

2018

2017

$251,010

$298,643

General Government

$1,331,437

$1,260,737

Streets and Highways

$754,651

$769,020

Building, Planning and Zoning

$506,230

$423,288

Licensing & Permits

$365,518

$301,640

Intergovernmental

$2,153,385

$2,152,479

Charges for Services

$355,781

$338,061

Parks and Recreation

$59,022

$57,959

Fines and Forfeits

$76,568

$87,999

Capital Outlay

$67,768

$17,894

Interest

$48,570

$13,798

Debt Payments

$50,000

$53,354

Miscellaneous

$125,025

$96,904

Interest and Fiscal Charges

$66,618

$68,154

$3,345,857

$3,289,524

2,835,726

$2,650,406

TOTAL

TOTAL
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Salt, Safety and Beach Park Water Quality
Salt does an amazing
job melting ice and
making our roads safe
during the winter months.
Excessive salt usage can
have a negative impact.
The village works to
reduce its salt usage
annually to minimize the
impact to the environment. Salt overuse can:
▪ Contaminate waterways,
▪ Kill landscaping,
▪ Damage uncured concrete, and/or
▪ Cause illness if ingested by children or pets
The best way to prevent ice buildup is proper snow removal
after a storm. Removing the snow from hard surfaces as soon
as possible prevents the freeze-thaw cycle that ultimately
freezes over. If salting is performed, the best way to apply salt
is to do so before the storm. Pre-salting creates a brine, or
barrier, that prevents bonding to the pavement and reduces
freezing and accumulation. If salt is used, only apply at or below
the application rates identified on packaging and sweep up
extra salt once things have dried out. Once the snow is gone
any remaining salt will only hurt the environment.
Consider alternative products that are pet friendly. Road salt
can cause painful burning and cracked or dried out pads in your
pet. Alternative products can even be more effective in lower
temperatures. Road salt typically stops working below 15°F.
Shop for environmentally friendly alternatives at local hardware
and home improvement stores or online.

By working together, we can reduce chloride use which in
turn will help protect the environment.
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Stormwater Program
According to the USEPA, polluted stormwater runoff is a
leading cause of impairment to the nearly 40 percent of
surveyed U.S. water bodies which do not meet water quality
standards. Polluted runoff is discharged directly into local water
bodies via ditches or storm sewers. When left uncontrolled, this
water pollution can result in destruction of fish, wildlife, and
aquatic life habitats; a loss in aesthetic value; and threats to
public health due to contaminated food, drinking water
supplies, and recreational waterways. The NPDES Stormwater
Program is a comprehensive two-phased national program
mandated by Congress under the Clean Water Act to address
non-agricultural sources of stormwater discharges which
adversely affect the quality of our nation's waters. (Source:
USEPA, NPDES FAQs)
For more information on the village’s efforts to comply with
the NPDES Phase II program visit villageofbeachpark.com.

Salt Alternatives for Homeowners
−
−
−
−
−

Kitty Litter (does not melt ice, but it provides traction)
Urea (look for this ingredient in deicing products)
Alfalfa Meal
Sugar Beet Juice
Sand or coffee grinds
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Village of Beach Park
11270 W. Wadsworth Road
Beach Park, IL 60099
Phone: 847-746-1770
Fax: 847-746-1797

If you see something,
please say something!
Call the Lake County Sheriff
Emergencies: 9-1-1
Non emergency:
847-377-4000

YOUR VILLAGE OF BEACH PARK ELECTED OFFICIALS

John Hucker, Mayor

Richard Gust, Trustee

Don Jensen, Trustee

Regina Miller, Trustee

john.hucker@villageofbeachpark.com

Parks and Rec Committee, Chair

Finance Committee, Chair

Public Relations Committee, Chair
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Mark Ottersen, Trustee

Linda Sittig, Trustee

Larry Wells, Trustee

Mary Jo McDonald, Village Clerk

Public Works Committee, Chair
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