
 

Welcome to autumn in Beach Park! I hope you enjoy this issue 
of the Village Link. Inside you will find some important 
seasonal home care reminders, some great health and safety 
tips from your village and our governmental partners. 
 
It’s been a busy and productive summer. This summer, 2.3 
miles of new roadway surface has been installed, and road 
base repairs have been made throughout the village.  We 
shared a successful National Night Out, Beach Park Fest and 
our first ever GO Beach Park outdoor yoga class. Also this 

summer, a dozen families agreed to host Little Libraries in their neighborhoods. I 
have received wonderful feedback on the use of the libraries.  
 
Another exciting addition to the village is the new Dollar General on 38921 N. Green 
Bay Road—now open for business! It is a great addition to our community, full of 
those last minute needs, from a gallon of milk, to gift ideas and household supplies. 
It is a great place to shop that is easy on the pocketbook.  
 
The board also approved a conditional use permit for Mid-Town Motors who has re-
opened their doors at 37937 N. Sheridan Road. The site looks a lot different than it 
did two years ago. We appreciate Mid-Town Motors working to make a positive 
impact in the village. 
 
Finally, as always, I want to remind all residents to VOTE. There is an important 
question for the residents of Beach Park on  the November ballot, “Shall the Village 
of Beach Park, Lake County, Illinois, become a home rule unit?”  Pages 4 and 5 
provides more information on this important topic. If you have questions you would 
like to ask in person, please attend an upcoming  public information event (listed 
below). We can talk about home rule, the village, the Bears or anything else that is 
on your mind.  
 
On behalf of your Village Board we wish you a very pleasant season. If there is 
anything that our staff can do to better serve you, please call (847) 746-1770.  
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A WORD FROM THE MAYOR 

11270 W. Wadsworth Road 

Beach Park, IL 60099 

 

Phone: 847-746-1770 

Fax: 847-746-1797 

 

Website: 

villageofbeachpark.com 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook at: 

Village of Beach Park, Illinois 

Village of Beach Park 

Coffee with the Mayor: Saturday, October 20 from 9:00 to 11:00 am 
Village Hall Lower Level - 11270 W Wadsworth Rd, Beach Park, IL 60099 
 

Public Information Meeting: Thursday, November 1, at 6:00 pm 
Village Hall Lower Level - 11270 W Wadsworth Rd, Beach Park, IL 60099 

UPCOMING PUBLIC INFORMATION EVENTS 
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The children of Beach Park are entitled 

to the fun and festivity associated with 

the observance of the Halloween "Trick 

or Treat" custom - going from door to 

door in the immediate neighborhood, 

displaying their costumes and 

requesting "treats".   

The village has designated Sunday, 

October 28, 2018 from 2:00 to 5:00 pm 

as Trick or Treat Day in the Village of 

Beach Park. 

 

As there is increased possibility of 

accidents due to the general carefree 

spirit of children at this particular time 

and when costumes and masks may 

make them indistinguishable in the 

darkness, the late afternoon and early 

evening schedule is more conducive to 

the participation of the younger 

children, for whom the observance was 

originally intended. Further, this date 

and time coincides with the 

surrounding communities of Waukegan 

and Zion. 

The village requests that young 

children be accompanied by parents or 

other responsible adults.  

Householders should indicate their 

willingness to welcome children by 

keeping their porch or exterior lights 

on and youngsters should only call on 

homes so lighted.  

The Village of Beach Park encourages 

the cooperation of all citizens, young 

and old, in making this a happy and 

safe occasion for our children. 

TRICK OR TREAT DAY 

Sunday, October 28 | 2:00 to 5:00 pm 

Website: 
beachparkfd.org 

Station 1 
3233 N. Lewis Ave. 
Beach Park, IL 60087 

Station 2 
13110 W. Major Ave. 
Beach Park, IL 60087 

Tel: (847) 662-2642 

Fax: (847) 662-2779 

Emergency: Dial 911 

HALLOWEEN IN BEACH PARK 

BEACH PARK 

FIRE 

PROTECTION 

DISTRICT 
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Supervisor: Larry Booth 
Website: bentontownship.com  
Tel: (847) 746-2100  
 

AARP DRIVING CLASSES:  October 15-16. Classes are from 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm and are held at the Zion Benton Public 

Library. Call the Benton Township office to register. Space is 

limited   AARP members cost - $15.00; non-members - 

$20.00.  Free Rules of The Road available at township office. 

Meals on Wheels: call 847-546-5733 ask for meals on wheels 

program. 

Free Discount Prescription Drug Card: Pick up card at 

Township office. This card allows all Township residents-

regardless of income, age, or health status to save on the 

cost of medications. Good for pet medications too. 

 

 

Accepting donation of  non-perishable food, health/beauty 

products & used eye glasses. 

PACE Dial-A-Ride for ALL Benton Township residents.  Service 

available Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 5:30 pm must call 1-800-

201-6446 one (1) day in advance to secure a seat. Area 

served: anywhere in Beach Park, Winthrop Harbor and Zion. 

Also available on Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30 am – 3:30 pm. 

Gurnee and Waukegan area for shops and medical 

appointments. For medical appointment you many call 7 days 

in advance to reserve a seat.  

Free Amplified Phone Applications are available at the 

township office. Neither age nor income a requirement.  

SUMMER IS OVER! - IT’S TIME TO DRAIN THE POOL 

FROM NEWPORT TOWNSHIP 

Chlorinated water discharged to surface water (such as 
wetlands, lakes, streams, rivers, etc.), roadways or storm 
sewers has an adverse impact on local water quality.  High 
concentrations of chlorine, which are present in swimming 
pools, are toxic to wildlife and fish.   

When draining your pool for the late fall/early winter, please 
follow one of the following measures: 

 

• De-chlorinate the water in the pool prior to draining.  This 
can be done through mechanical or chemical means.  
These types of products are readily available at local 
stores.   
Or, 

 

• Drain the pool over a period of several days across your 
lawn following these additional guidelines: 

• Allow pool water to sit for at least 2 days while 
receiving a reasonable amount of sunlight, and 
without further addition of chlorine or bromine.  
Test the chlorine level after 2 days to ensure that 
safe levels are met (below 0.1 mg/l). 

• Direct discharge the pool across your lawn, not 
down your driveway or into nearby storm sewer 
inlets.  Our storm sewer system leads directly to 
wetlands, streams, lakes or rivers. 

 

These recommendations are based on guidance from the 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.  Visit 
www.epa.state.il.us/water for additional information.   

Thank you for doing your part to help promote 
cleaner wetlands, streams, lakes and rivers. 
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Article written by Trustee Don Jensen 

What do you know about Beach Park? 

Well the U.S. Census Department 

knows a lot!  The census data for 

Beach Park is available at: 

factfinder.census.gov.   

Just type Beach Park, Illinois in the 

search box on the front page and a 

wealth of information appears for 

business uses or for those who are 

simply curious. This information is 

also used in apportioning elected representatives and in allocation of government funds 

(grants).  Broad topics include: Population, Age, Business and Industry, Education, 

Governments, Housing, Income, Origins and Language, Poverty, Race and Hispanic Origin, 

Veterans. 

Beach Park Population 
Total population 13,638 

• Median age: 37.8  

• Males: 6,687 (49%) 

• Median male age: 36.4 

• Females: 6,951 (51%) 

• Median female age: 39.1 
 
 
 

Beach Park 
Households 

Total households 4,726 

• Family households: 3,568 

• With own children under  
18 years: 1,606 

On Tuesday, November 6 Beach Park residents will have this question on their ballot: 

Why Home Rule? 
Home Rule provides Beach Park citizens the ability to find local 
solutions to local issues. The “power” of home rule relates to 
Beach Park problems, not the problems of Springfield.  
 
Local Control -- Allows Beach Park the ability to opt out of 
legislation that Springfield passes that is not in keeping with the 
character of Beach Park. 

• Enhances zoning authority to maintain the unique 
characteristics of our community. 

• As neighboring communities strengthen their position on 
subsidized housing by achieving home rule, Beach Park 
could attract more rental occupied residences without the 
tools to effectively manage this shift in demographics. 

 
Permissible regulation by Home Rule communities:  
 
Video Gaming 

• Regulate the number of video game locations 

• Ability to adjust fees per terminal 

• Home rule municipalities may prohibit electronic games 
and automatic amusement devices in businesses that are 
not licensed liquor establishments. 

Crime Free Housing 

• Fines for nuisance conditions and additional enforcement 
capabilities. 

• Would apply to rental mobile homes. 

• Accountability for the actions of tenants (nuisance renters). 

• Accountability to assure safe conditions for tenants. 
 

Administrative Adjudication 

• Safer residential dwellings by allowing for stricter penalties 

• If the village must lien a property for unsafe or nuisance 
conditions as a non-home rule community the lien 
becomes subordinate to all debtors (majority lien owners). 
As a home rule community, the lien becomes a priority. 

• Ability to levy stricter penalties for unpaid sewer/tickets 
and other non-criminal violations. 

• Allows for greater flexibility and creativity in sentencing 
through adjudication. This can lead to higher levels of 
compliance.  

• Improved fee recovery for certain criminal cases, i.e. 
charge a tow fee for DUI arrests in partnership with the 
Sheriff Department. 

• Allows for higher standards by requiring businesses to 
make improvements to properties. 

BEACH PARK BY THE NUMBERS 

HOME RULE IN BEACH PARK 
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Growth of Public Health and Safety Measures  2009 2017 

Number of fire hydrants in the village 450 634 

Miles of drinking water mains 25 45 

Gallons of water consumed per day 240 405 

Miles of sanitary sewer 25 51 

Business registrations issued 65 74 

The growth of the village is undeniable. Home Rule is another tool that can be used to deal 
with our issues today and plan for tomorrow. The goal is always to continue the success and 

manage the growth that the village has experienced since its incorporation nearly 30 years ago.  

Village Revenue Sources (General Fund) 

*Other =Interest income, shared service revenue, etc. 

• The village faces the same economic uncertainties as the 
rest of the country, but the greatest uncertainty is 
Springfield. State shared revenues are at risk while 
Springfield struggles to adopt a balanced budget and catch 
up on the backlog of unpaid bills.  
 

• In 2017, the state withheld 10% of Beach Park’s state 
shared income tax revenue. Even with that drastic revenue 
reduction, the village produced a balanced budget. In 
2018, the state has again announced that they will be 
withholding 5% of the shared income tax revenue. Again, 
the village cut back and has produced and is operating 

under a balanced budget. But the need to “Safeguard from 
Springfield” is necessary as revenue that should be coming 
back to the village continues to be held in Springfield. 
 

• In 2009, the village primary government expenses were 
$6,057,643. In 2018, they are $5,999,970. In 2008, the 
village employed 16 full-time employees. Currently, the 
village employs 16 full-time employees. 
 

• State shared income tax revenue makes up 69% of the 
village's revenue budget. The village operates under a 
principle of "No Property Tax".  That will not change. 

HOME RULE IN BEACH PARK 
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• The village has had the ability to impose a non-home rule property tax for the past 30 years – in relation to raising money to pay 
for police services, garbage services, and pensions – but it has not happened. 

 

• Capital projects are needed throughout the village in order to keep the infrastructure from further deterioration and keep up 
with additional periodic maintenance.  The village has no plans to interrupt or withhold operations to fund capital 
improvements; instead the village operates with a "pay as you go" philosophy – only embarking upon improvements when the 
funds are available. 

Property Tax Rates in Beach Park by Taxing District 

Beach Park does not levy a municipal property tax.  

The village has had a balanced budget in all 30 years of its existence. 

NOTE: A small percentage of the village population lives in Warren, Waukegan and Newport Township vs. Benton Township, depicted here; however, the taxing percentage ratios are similar. 

Coffee with the Mayor  
Saturday, October 20 from 9:00 to 11:00 am 

Village Hall Lower Level  
11270 W Wadsworth Rd, Beach Park, IL 60099 

 

Public Information Meeting 
Thursday, November 1, at 6:00 pm 

Village Hall Lower Level  
11270 W Wadsworth Rd, Beach Park, IL 60099 

Have questions? Come ask! 

HOME RULE IN BEACH PARK 
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Could the village start a police department with home rule? 
The village could start their own police department now. 
However, the cost/benefit analysis favors continuing to 
contract with the Lake County Sheriff’s Department. For the 
past 30 years the village has been satisfied with the service it 
has received from the Sheriff’s Department and it continues to 
be less costly than creating and staffing a village Police 
Department. 
 
Why is a bond rating important? 
Currently the village holds a Standard & Poor's AA Bond Rating. 
This is an excellent rating and is an indication of overall 
financial strength due to strong reserves and low debt. Home 
rule may allow the village to increase its’ bond rating to assure 
that if it ever issues a bond to borrow money it is at the very 
best rate possible. 
 
Why would the village ever have to issue a bond?  
The village is growing and will continue to grow. Providing 
water and sewer, public safety and infrastructure is the core 
mission of local government.  
 
Does this give the village a lot of power to impose new taxes? 
The ability to acquire and manage revenue to address the 
economic development needs for the community of Beach 
Park is a benefit of home rule. There are already a variety of 
taxes that the village can impose without being home rule. Most 
notably, a property tax – which has remained at zero since the 
village’s inception 30 years ago.  
 
There are a variety of other ways municipalities can exercise 
home rule authority: 
 - Property taxes beyond the cap placed on non-home rule 
municipalities 
- Sales and use tax - Inheritance tax 
- Motor vehicle tax - Tobacco product tax 
- Hotel/Motel tax  - Per capita head tax 
- Leasing tax  - Admission tax 
- Wheel tax  - Gasoline tax 
- Use tax   - Amusement tax 
- Alcoholic beverage tax 
 
A nationwide study done by Northern Illinois University 
produced no evidence that home rule governments have 
higher per capita tax revenues or government spending (Policy 
Profiles, Vol. 10, No. 1, 2-2010). In fact, it revealed that home 
rule villages have, and use, a wider range of strategies to avoid 
budget deficits. 
 
 

What is the advantage of being home rule? 
The advantages and disadvantages are relative. What one 
person considers an advantage, another may not. One concern 
is that residents may feel skeptical about government abuse – 
believing that future boards will impose unwarranted levels of 
new fees and taxes. That is a reasonable concern. People 
expressed the same concern when the village was incorporated 
in 1989. 30 years later, the village is still operating in the black, 
without a property tax and we’ve been through three mayors 
and several board of trustee iterations. 
 
What is the main argument against home rule? 
That village government will act in an uninformed and 
unpredictable manner. That the board will impose a bunch of 
new taxes and favor political friends when making policy and 
budgetary decisions. 
 
What about future mayors and trustees? 
Again, this is a reasonable concern and one that was faced not 
only by the founders of our nation back in 1776, but one that 
was faced by the founders of this village in 1989. However, it is 
bad government to not plan for tomorrow with the very best 
historical information that is based in facts, statistics and data. 
 
Is it true that if home rule passes, and the residents aren’t 
happy, the only way to get rid of it is to amend the Illinois 
Constitution? 
No. The ability to rescind home rule is in the hands of the 
residents of Beach Park, not through a constitutional 
amendment. It requires a petition of residents to be filed 92 
days prior to an election with signature of 8% of total voters 
from the last gubernatorial election. 
 
According to the Lake County Clerk’s office, in the last 
gubernatorial election in 2014 Beach Park’s 1,088 ballots were 
cast. So, it would require 87 signatures to get a home rule 
rescinding referendum on the ballot. 
 
What will happen if home rule doesn’t pass in Beach Park? 
Nothing. The village is not in a crisis situation, it is not 
depending on this measure to balance a budget or to amass 
any sort of arbitrary power. Becoming home rule is another 
tool in the tool box the village uses to help spur economic 
development and provide basic public health and safety 
measures to the residents of Beach Park. It is good government 
to plan for tomorrow — today. 
 
Should I vote on “Shall the Village of Beach Park, Lake County, 
Illinois, become a home rule unit?” Yes, you should vote in the 
election November 6, 2018. How you vote is 100% up to you. 

Commonly Asked 

Questions 
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Lake County Clerk’s office  
Sep 27 – Oct 19 

18 N. County St., Room 101, Waukegan 
Monday – Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

847-377-2410 
 

Early Voting Sites with Regular Business Hours 
Oct 22 – Nov 3 

Monday – Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Sunday, Closed 
 

Antioch Township Office  
1625 Deep Lake Rd., Lake Villa 847-395-3378 

 
Ela Township Office 

1155 E. Route 22, Lake Zurich 847-438-7823 
 

Fremont Township Office 
22385 W. Route 60, Mundelein 847-223-2858 

 
Highland Park Police Station 

1677 Old Deerfield Rd., Highland Park 847-926-1084 
 

Lake Barrington Village Hall 
23860 N. Old Barrington Rd., Lake Barrington  

847-381-6010 
 

Lake County Central Permit Facility  
500 W. Winchester Rd., Libertyville 847-377-2600 

 
Lake Forest City Hall 

220 E. Deerpath Rd., Lake Forest 847-810-3674  
 

Round Lake Village Hall 
442 N. Cedar Lake Rd., Round Lake 847-546-5400 

 
Wauconda Township Office  

505 Bonner Road, Wauconda 847-526-2631 
 

William E. Peterson Park 
16652 N. Buffalo Grove Rd., Prairie View 847-634-4600 

 
West Deerfield Township Office 

601 Deerfield Rd., Deerfield 847-945-0614 
 

Zion City Hall 
2828 Sheridan Rd., Zion 847-746-4014 

 
 
 
 

Early Voting Sites with Extended Business Hours 
Oct 22 – Oct 28 

Monday – Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Sunday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 
Oct 29—Nov 4 

Monday – Friday, 9:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Saturday, 9:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Sunday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 
Monday, Nov 5 

9:00 am—7:00 pm 
 

Gurnee Village Hall 
325 N. O’Plaine Rd., Gurnee 847-599-7500 

 
Jane Addams Center* Bowen Park 

95 Jack Benny Dr., Waukegan 847-360-4700 
*Closes at 12:00 pm on Saturday, Oct 27 

 
Lake County Main Courthouse  

18 N. County St., Waukegan 847-377-2410 
 

North Chicago City Hall 
1850 Lewis Ave., North Chicago 847-596-8680 

For your specific Election Day polling place information  
log on to: LakeVoterPower.info 

GENERAL ELECTION—NOVEMBER 6, 2018 
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FALL HOMECARE  

Open Burning 
As the Fall approaches, please note the following rules for open 
burning; you can only burn landscape waste that is generated 
upon your property and only during the months of April 
through November. It is unlawful for any person to burn any 
material within 25 feet of any structure on any property within 
Beach Park. The permitted times of open burning are from 
dawn until dusk and with a slight wind and no wind of more 
than 8-10mph. No fire shall be set unless there is fire 
extinguishing source available such as a garden hose with 
water from the house or some other type of water source of 
sufficient supply to extinguish the fire in the event of an 
emergency or complaint. The fire may not be left unattended 
and no fire shall be set in any public-right-of-way, public land 
or public places, including ditches. If the fire becomes a 
nuisance to the neighbors you may asked to extinguish the fire. 
There are some exceptions for open burning of landscape 
waste during the off months, but this is by permit only. Those 
can be applied for, at no cost, at the Village Hall. Complete 
details on open burning can be found by visiting the Village 
website at www.villageofbeachpark.com  
 

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors 
Just a reminder that all residences are required to have smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors for all levels of the structure, 
within 15 feet of the sleeping rooms and it is recommended 
that they be installed in every sleeping room. There shall be a 
smoke detector within 10 feet of the furnace and 3 feet of the 
bottom of the basement stair and carbon monoxide detectors 
also placed within 15 feet of the living areas, basement stairs 
and furnace rooms. The smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 
can be the combination type units. Please insure that the units 
being used are Underwriters Laboratories listed devices.  If you 
have any questions regarding these life safety requirements, 
please contact village staff for direction or input at (847) 746-
1770. 

 

Bluff and Ravine Systems 
The bluffs and ravines located in and through Beach Park are 
part of the ecosystems that assist in the removal of storm 
water from not only the village but also areas that adjoin the 
village.  
 
The bluffs and ravines in the village are predominantly on 
private property and as such require private stewardship of 
them to help keep them maintained and functional and also to 
reduce slope instability and enhance the viability of these 
systems. Many areas of these bluffs and ravines have received 
little or no maintenance over the years and this has resulted in 
invasive species growing in these areas, decreased slope 
stability, decrease in native plantings and the failure to remove 
felled trees and branches, grass clippings and leaves being 
dumped in the ravines and over bluffs and a lot of junk and 
debris making its way into the systems. There are many 
structures along the ravine and bluff system and there are 
some that are experiencing or are close to having structural 
issues due to the erosion and slope stability of the systems.  
 
Please try to respect the bluff and ravine systems and if you 
should need guidance on proper maintenance or modifications 
to the ravine or bluff system then please call the Community 
Development Department at the Village Hall at (847) 746-1770. 

Looking to upgrade that TV, computer, 

or holiday lights? Maybe thinking 

about some new tools for the 

holidays? Or a toaster? Recycle your 

old electronics at Public Works at 

40185 Glendale Avenue! Open 

Monday—Friday 7:30 am to 3:00 pm. 
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THANK YOU FOR A GREAT SUMMER! 
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LAKE CO SHERIFF REMINDS YOU TO LOCK UP 

Thank you for your support. 

The end of August and beginning of September have brought 
an increase in stolen vehicles and burglaries to motor vehicles.  
A majority of these vehicles are left UNLOCKED with the keys IN 
THE VEHICLE.  94% of all the stolen passenger vehicles the 
Sheriff's Office handled last year were a result of the keys being 
left in or near unlocked vehicles.  
 
Car thieves, like home burglars, look for easy targets. Car 
owners obligingly leave doors unlocked, windows open, or their 
keys in the vehicle. Criminals usually DO NOT want to be seen, 
heard, or take an excessive amount of time to break in. 
 
Always remember, if you see something, say something. In case 
of emergency, call 9-1-1. 

Car Theft Prevention Checklist 
 Lock your vehicle  
 Lock your windows 
 Take your keys with you 
 Remove your garage remote 
 Set your alarm  
 Remove number codes from your keys 
 Lock vent windows (trucks)  
 Leave only your ignition key when having your vehicle 

serviced  
 Remove spare keys hidden on or in your vehicle. Consider a 

spare key in your wallet  
 Park and lock your vehicles in garages when possible.  
 Remove personal information such as driver license, 

registration etc., from unattended vehicles.  
 Carry a copy of your registration in your wallet for ease of 

identification in case of emergency or theft. 
 Know your Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)  
 Use additional identification methods such as “Data Dots,” 

engravers, and dye markers. 
 Place additional identification marks in several places such 

as tailgates, spoilers, and under the hood. 
 Take a picture of your car with the plate number visible. 

Etch VIN numbers into all windows.  
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John Hucker, Mayor 
john.hucker@villageofbeachpark.com 

Don Jensen, Trustee 
Finance Committee, Chair 

don.jensen@villageofbeachpark.com 

Regina Miller, Trustee 
Public Relations Committee, Chair 

Regina.miller@villageofbeachpark.com 

Mark Ottersen, Trustee 
Public Works Committee, Chair 

Mark.ottersen@villageofbeachpark.com 

Mary Jo McDonald, Village Clerk 
maryjom@villageofbeachpark.com 

11270 W. Wadsworth Road 

Beach Park, IL 60099 

 

Phone: 847-746-1770 

Fax: 847-746-1797 

 

Village Hall Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 8:30 to 5:00 

Friday: 8:00 to 4:00 

Village of Beach Park 

YOUR VILLAGE OF BEACH PARK ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Richard Gust, Trustee 
Parks and Rec Committee, Chair 

Richard.gust@villageofbeachpark.com 

Linda Sittig, Trustee 
Public Safety Committee, Chair 

linda.sittig@villageofbeachpark.com 

Larry Wells, Trustee 
Planning, Building & Zoning Committee, Chair 

Larry.wells@villageofbeachpark.com 
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