
It’s a great day to live in Beach Park!   In 

this issue of the Village Link,  you will find 

some great information from Village 

Board members, Village staff, and our 

partnering regional governments such as 

the Fire Protection Districts and Lake 

County Stormwater Management 

Commission. 

I am pleased to report that the state of 

your Village government is healthy and 

secure.  

• In April, the Village of Beach Park 

Board voted unanimously to approve 

a balanced budget for fiscal year 

2019.  

• Your Village government continues to 

operate successfully without a 

municipal property tax levy, even with 

the state reducing our share of 

income tax by 10%.   

• Beach Park holds a Standard & Poor's 

AA Bond Rating – an indication of 

overall financial strength due to 

strong reserves and low debt. 

Summer means home improvement 

projects, and here at home in Beach Park 

we have a lot going on.   

• The Village is investing in the surface 

replacement of over 2.5 miles of 

Village streets this summer. This is in 

conjunction with ongoing in-house 

road patching and crack sealing 

efforts.    

• As part of our continued efforts to 

share costs, we are partnering with 

Lake County Stormwater 

Management for the maintenance of 

the south branch of Bull Creek. This 

work is essential to remove debris and 

control invasive vegetation to address 

flooding and drainage issues Village-

wide. The cost-share partnership with 

Lake County  Stormwater saved the 

Village 50% of the overall cost of this 

important project.   
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Continued from front page…. 

• Again, utilizing local grant 

funding, such as the 

Stormwater Infrastructure 

Repair Fund (SIRF) cost-share 

program, we are going to be 

completing a significant 

drainage improvement in the 

Maplewood Manor/Greenbay 

Terrace subdivision.  Phase 1 

will begin this summer.   

• We are looking forward to 

working with IDOT on the 

realignment of Kenosha Road. 

This improvement consists of 

moving Kenosha Road to the 

north to improve the angle of 

the intersection with IL 131, 

installing traffic signals at the 

intersection, and constructing 

an appropriate roadway which 

can accommodate turn lanes. 

On behalf of the staff and the 

Village Board, I want to thank you 

for your continued support. We 

have challenged our team at Village 

Hall to continue to streamline 

operations, seek out grants and 

alternative funding and continue to 

provide our residents with the 

highest level of customer service 

possible. As always, if there is 

anything you need, please do not 

hesitate to contact us at Village Hall 

(847) 746-1770.   

Beach Park was proud to work with our neighboring communities and emergency 

responders to cooperatively train to protect our residents in case of a crisis. I 

participated with my fellow Mayors, Mike Bruno (Winthrop Harbor), Al Hill (Zion), 

Glen Ryback (Wadsworth) as well as (not pictured) Township Officials Larry Booth 

(Benton), Cheri Neal (Zion) and Randy Whitmore (Newport) to participate in a table 

top exercise of a regional emergency incident. 



Parks & Recreation 
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Now that Summer is finally here, mark 

your calendar and join us at some great 

special events! 

• Village-wide Rummage Sale - 

Fri, June 22 through Sun, 

June 24.  If you would like your address 

listed on our website, contact us at 847

-746-1770. 

• Tour the Bull Creek Restoration Project 

– Sunday, July 1 at 11:00 am  

• AARP Driver Safety Class—July 9 & 10 

at Village Hall.  Must 

attend both days. 

• 2018 Scholarship Fundraiser 5K Walk 

for Single Mothers—Saturday, July 14 

at Founders Park. 

• National Night Out – Tuesday, August 7 

at 6:00 pm at Founders 

Park.  Bring a lawn 

chair. 

• 2018 Beach Park Fest—Saturday, 

August 18 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at 

Founders Park.  

• GO! Beach Park FREE Yoga Class – 

Saturday, August 18 at 9:30 am at 

Founders Park. 

If you would like additional information on 

any of the events listed, please visit our 

website at www.vofbp.com or call 847-746

-1770. 

Have a great, safe summer. 

Trustee Richard Gust 
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Where our local tax dollars go... 
Real Estate Taxes: 

Each spring, soon after we file the dreaded Form 1040, we receive our property tax bill!   

While each home is different & many Beach Park homes are in different school and fire 
protection districts, the property tax bills are all similar.  The lion’s share, in my case 80%, 
goes to education – grade schools, high school and Jr College districts. Seventeen percent 
goes to the B.P. Fire Protection District, Lake County and the ZB Public Library.  The 
remaining 3% is split between Benton Township and the North Shore Water Reclamation 
District. 

The Lake County web site has plenty of good information about real estate taxes:   

https://www.lakecountyil.gov/DocumentCenter/View/22751/Property-Tax-Information 
https://maps.lakecountyil.gov/taxdistribution/ 

Village Budget: 

While our village receives NO REAL ESTATE TAX, we all pay in other ways to keep the 
village running and providing the services that we expect. 

Many of the village services are funded through the General Fund.  These include payment 
for police protection, maintenance of Village buildings, parks and vehicles, engineering, 
legal and accounting services, health and liability insurance. 

The principle sources of village GENERAL FUND revenue are seen in this table. 

The village also receives around $370,000 Motor Fuel Tax from the state.  This money is 
allocated to maintaining the many miles of road in the Village.   

The village collects a Utility Tax averaging $450,000 annually which is dedicated to 
roadway maintenance.   In our climate, road repair and rebuilding is a never-ending need. 

TAXES Amount % General Fund 

State Income Tax  $1,213,782  36.08% 

Sales Tax  $605,000  17.98% 

Local Use Tax  $358,679  10.66% 

Telecommunication Tax  $200,000  5.94% 

Licenses, Permits, Fees Amount % General Fund 

Cable TV Franchise  $216,520  6.44% 

Building Permits  $183,050  5.44% 

Video Gaming Revenue  $60,000  1.78% 

Liquor License  $44,750  1.33% 

Other Revenue Amount % General Fund 

Miscellaneous  $177,324  5.27% 

Cell Tower Lease  $119,932  3.56% 

Trustee Don Jensen 

Continued on page 5... 
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The Water and Sewer activities are supported by user fees paid by the users of these services. The WATER FUND 
annual expenses total approximately $1 million and the SEWER FUND $400,000. 

Altogether, including all funds, special service areas, TIF Districts, debt service etc., the village annual budget is 
almost $8 million.  This amounts to about $1,600 per household or $587 per Beach Park resident.  While this seems 
like a lot of money, and it is, we get a lot for it:   police protection, well maintained (AND PLOWED!) roads, water 
and sewer service (where available), building and zoning services, drainage maintenance, popular village parks and 
much more. To read the full details of our Village budget, please visit: http://www.villageofbeachpark.com/
sitemedia/documents/FY18-19_Budget.pdf 

The village needs your help in protecting our valuable 
water resources by eliminating illicit discharges to the 
storm sewer system.  An illicit discharge is defined as 
any discharge to the storm sewer system or waterway 
that is not composed entirely of storm water.  Sources 
of illicit discharges may include materials such as:  
           

* Sanitary wastewater 
* Gas & motor oil 
* Household cleaners 
* Paints 
* Pesticides & Fertilizers 
* Solvents 
* Vehicle spills 
*Pool Dewatering 
* Weed killers 
* Radiator flushing  
* Laundry wastewaters 
 

Disposing of household chemicals and wastes by 
dumping them in to the storm sewers is illegal and a 
major cause of storm water pollution.  If you witness or 

are suspicious of any illegal dumping, please report it to 
the Public Works Department at 847-746-1770.  Please 
do not attempt to address the issue yourself.  Public 
complaints provide the most common source of 
information.  When calling we’ll ask you for the location 
of the dumping and the material being dumped (if 
known). 

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Plan 

Mayflower Cruises & Tours 

If you are interested in group travel, Mayflower Cruises & Tours is going to 

be holding two informational meetings at the Village of Beach Park.  For 

your convenience, there are two meetings scheduled on Wed, June 27th.  

The first will take place at 11:00 am and the second will take place at 5:30 

pm.  Both meetings will be held in the lower level Board room.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Tracy at 847-746-1770. 
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“Now is the 

perfect time to 

contact your 

insurance agent to 

go over your 

coverage…” 

 
Last July Lake County experienced record 
flooding resulting in flood damage to 
about 3,500 homes.  Due to that 
occurrence, everyone should take some 
time to review the following safety 
information so they are better prepared 
if flooding does occur. 
 
Property Protection Measure 
There are many flood damage reduction 
measures you can take if your property is 
susceptible to flooding: 
• Watertight seals can be applied to 

brick and block walls to protect 
against low level flooding. 

• Utilities, such as heating and air 
conditioning systems, water heaters 
and other major appliances, can be 
elevated to higher floors in the 
structure or on raised platforms. 

• Temporary measures such as moving 
furniture and other valuables to 
higher floors or sandbagging exterior 
openings will also help.                                                  

 
Flood Safety 
Your safety is important. Following these 
guidelines can help you stay safe during a 
flood:  
• Listen to a radio or television for 

information 
• Do not drive through a flooded area 
• Do not walk through flowing water 
• Stay away from power lines and 

electrical wires 
• Be alert to gas leaks 
• Keep children away from the 

floodwaters, ditches, culverts, and 

storm drains 
• Clean everything that has been wet 
• Do not use gas engines, such as 

generators or charcoal fires indoors 
during power outages. 

 
Flood Recovery Resources 
Now is the perfect time to contact your 
insurance agent to go over your coverage 
and policy. Keep in mind, flood insurance 
needs to have been purchased 30 days 
prior to a flood event to be used. 
If your home is damaged during a 
flood, contact your insurance company 
to determine your coverage and start the 
claim process. You may be required to 
meet certain building requirements in 
your community to reduce future flood 
damage before you can make repairs or 
rebuild. To help you cover the costs of 
meeting those requirements, FEMA’s 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
offers Increased Cost of Compliance (ICC) 
coverage to flood insurance policy 
holders. Qualified homeowners can 
receive up to $30,000 to help cover the 
cost of mitigation measures that will 
reduce flooding. 
The Stormwater Management 
Commission (SMC) offers a Voluntary 
Floodplain Buyout Program, which is a 
highly cost-effective flood reduction tool 
because buying and removing flood-
prone structures ensures they are not 
damaged by future floods. Call Village 
Hall at 847-746-1770 for more 
information. 



Community Service - Paying it Forward in 
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A group of teachers and students led by Megan Pavelske from Zion-Benton Township High 

School, is part of a subcommittee of the Culture and Climate Initiative.  This initiative plans 

community activities for students, one that began last year is called 

Swarm It Forward.  One of the activities they recently participated in 

was the planting of spring flowers at each of the Village of Beach Park 

entrance signs.  The flowers were donated by VM Landscaping, and 

although the weather was a bit cooler than we had hoped, the 

students that participated did a fantastic job and we are grateful they 

chose Beach Park as a recipient of their selfless commitment to 

beautifying our community. 

As summer is fast approaching, so is the 

graduation season, which means, celebrations 

for all of the grads. 

This is also a time to remind parents that these 

occasions bring on underage drinking and 

communities need your help in making sure 

that your children are not partaking in 

underage drinking at these social events.   

As a parent, we may think that it is okay to 

allow our children to have “just one” while 

they are at a house party; however, be aware 

of a new Social Host Law.  It is a $500 fine 

(with a maximum $2,500 fine and up to one 

year in jail) to knowingly allow underage 

drinking to occur at a private residence.    If 

serious injury or death occurs because of this 

activity, individuals are subject to a Class 4 

Felony (up to three years in prison and fines 

up to $25,000).   

The laws for a minor drinking and driving are 

more severe as they could not only have to 

have a Breath Alcohol Ignition Interlock Device 

installed in their vehicle, they could lose their 

driving privileges and be convicted of a 

Class 4 Felony. 

Graduation is a time for celebrating our 

children’s futures!  Let’s keep our 

children educated on the dangers of 

underage drinking and stress the fact 

that they can enjoy this great experience 

without alcohol.   For more information, 

please visit the Illinois Liquor Commission 

website www.illinois.gov/ilcc. 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES and let’s be 

smart and safe out there this graduation 

season! 

W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y  R E P O R T  F O R  B E A C H  P A R K  

Please visit http://www.villageofbeachpark.com/sitemedia/documents/CCR_IL0970190_2018.pdf  

to view the 2017 Annual Water Quality Report and learn more about your drinking water.  This 

report contains important information about the source and quality of your drinking water during 

2017.  If you would like a paper copy of the 2017 Annual Water Quality Report mailed to your home, 

please call 847-246-6061.   
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Libraries are “popping up” everywhere 

Only these libraries look like birdhouses. 

They don’t require library cards or late 

fines, don’t insist that patrons whisper or 

stay quiet, and don’t mind if you do not 

return a book. 

As of 2017, there are more than 65,000 

registered Little Free Libraries in all 50 

states and 80 countries…and now,  Beach 

Park! 

The Village of Beach Park, in cooperation 

with the Zion/Benton Library and Lynne 

Epperson of Illinois Meemic Insurance is 

pleased to roll out the Little Free Library 

program throughout the Village of Beach 

Park. Ms. Epperson began the program 

through her connection at Kenneth 

Murphy Elementary in 2017, and earlier 

this year the Village and Zion-Benton 

Library joined forces with her to get the 

program rolled out throughout Beach Park. 

Little Free Library is a “take a book, return 

a book” free book exchange.  

Anyone may take a book or bring 

a book to share.  The more the 

merrier!  If you take a book (or 

two) from a library, you do not 

need to return that exact book. 

However, in order to keep the 

Little Library full of good choices 

for the whole neighborhood, the 

next time you swing by the Library 

bring a few books to share.  Little 

Library book exchanges function 

on the honor system; everyone contributes 

to ensure there are always quality books 

inside. This way, we all win! 

Most Little Free Libraries are placed in 

front yards, parks, gardens and easily 

accessible locations.  The Libraries are built 

to withstand weather of all kinds and hold 

10-20 books. There will be a library 

installed in Founders Park, at Village Hall 

and other public places. 

What do the Little Libraries look like? 

The libraries are about the size of a 

mailbox and sit about four feet high once 

they are mounted. 

The library box is approximately 22” wide, 

20” deep and 28” tall and comes mounted 

on a five-foot 4" x 4" post. 

Residents who are interested in hosting 

can see the first library that was recently 

installed in front of Village Hall.  

I am interested in hosting – what do I do? 

Residents who are willing to host a Little 

Free Library can contact Village Hall at 847-

746-1770 and Public Works will install the 

library on your property, in a location of 

your choice, but near a sidewalk or bike 

path. The libraries come as pictured, but 

hosts are free to customize them. 

Do I have to fill it with books to start? 

Nope! After your library is installed by 

Public Works, all you have to do is contact 

Ms. Lynne Epperson at 224-643-7506 

provide the name and address and ages of 

family members and they will deliver books 

to you to get your library started. 

Through Little Free Libraries, millions of 

books are exchanged each year, profoundly 

increasing access to books for readers of all 

ages and backgrounds.  Let’s bring this 

movement to Beach Park -- call Village Hall 

to sign up to host your library today! 

“Residents who 

are willing to 

host a Little 

Library can 

contact Village 

Hall at  

847-746-1770.”  
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The summertime months are a time for 

beaches and backyard hammocks.  Here are 

some tips for getting the yard ready for 

backyard BBQs, lemonade and good times 

with your neighbors. 

Yard Maintenance 

Please remember the Village requires 

property owners to maintain grass and 

weeds on their entire property.  Failing to 

maintain your lawn can result in fines and/

or costs being assessed.  Long grass or tall 

weeds can impair sightlines for your fellow 

neighboring drivers. 

When you are mowing the grass, make sure 

your mower is pointing toward the lawn 

and not the street or curb.  Grass clippings 

decompose in a matter of days, adding 

nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorus and 

potassium to the lawn.  This good lawn care 

habit also keeps clippings out of our streets, 

storm drains and eventually creeks & 

streams where they cause nothing but 

water quality problems.  Thanks for your 

help to make water quality better in Beach 

Park! 

Summer Heat Safety 

If you are outside working on that yard, or 

enjoying a BBQ please be careful about the 

summer heat and humidity.  Keep a case of 

bottled water on hand in case of 

emergency.  During extreme heat there are 

some medical conditions that can arise: 

Heat Exhaustion – characterized by heavy 

sweating, weakness, cool skin, pale and 

clammy, weak pulse, possible muscle 

cramps. 

Treatment -  move the individual out of the 

sun, lay them down and loosen clothing. 

Apply cool wet cloths. Fan or move 

individual to an air-conditioned room. Give 

sips of water. 

Heat Stroke – characterized by an altered 

mental state, possible throbbing headache, 

confusion, nausea and dizziness. High body 

temperature with rapid and strong pulse. 

Skin may be hot and dry. 

Treatment –heat stroke is a severe medical 

emergency. Call 911 or get the individual to 

a hospital immediately.  

In extreme heat emergencies, the lower 

meeting room at Village Hall will be opened 

during normal operating hours for cooling 

purposes. We will use the emergency 

notification system to make citizens aware 

of this type of event. 

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

As a friendly reminder, all residences are 

required to have smoke and carbon 

monoxide detectors for all levels.  It is also 

recommended that detectors be installed in 

every sleeping room, and within 10 feet of 

the furnace.  Smoke and carbon monoxide 

detectors can be the combination type 

units.  Please ensure that the units being 

used have fresh batteries and are 

Underwriters Laboratories listed devices. 

And finally – a note to our four-legged 

Beach Park neighbors: 

Dear Doggy – 

Please make sure that your 

owner is always on a leash 

and is trained to pick up 

after you! 

It is always a pleasure to serve you, please 

do not hesitate to reach out to me at 

linda.sittig@vofbp.com. 

 

Trustee Linda Sittig 
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Examples of items that 

can be dropped off at 

Public Works are:  

Computers & monitors, 

Video game consoles, 

Electronic Mice, Printers, 

Scanners, Televisions, 

Digital converter boxes, 

Electronic keyboards, 

Cable receivers, Fax 

machines, Small scale 

servers, Satellite 

receivers, Video cassette 

recorders, Digital video 

disc players, Digital 

video disc recorders & 

Portable digital music 

players.  

  

Beach Park Continues To Thrive 

Welcome to the summer of 2018! 

There are some exciting developments 

happening in the Village. 

SolSmart- we are proud to announce 

that Beach Park has been rated as a 

gold designated community for solar 

energy and solar projects.  This means 

our permit process is streamlined for 

solar intensive development.  We are 

one of less than 65 communities in the 

country to receive this designation. 

Dollar General – Dollar General has 

begun to clear trees and start site work 

(pouring footings) for the new location 

on Green Bay Road across from 

Speedway.   Estimated completion is  

July 2018. 

Sheridan Road Improvements – this 

important corridor in Beach Park 

continues to be a priority as we work 

on the spring planting of parkway trees 

as part of the Recreation Path Project, 

landscaping and a new agreement with 

PACE to provide new, modern bus 

shelters.   

McDonalds - has been issued a permit 

for modernization of their location in 

town which includes an exterior and 

interior facelift along with double drive-

through lanes and new facades. 

Development at Wadsworth and 

Sheridan – the property is under 

contract for a new development.  We 

are looking forward to a new 

commercial project.  

Development south of Speedway - A 

local developer has purchased property 

just south of Speedway.  They are 

proceeding with pursuing lot 

consolidation to ultimately move 

forward with another new commercial 

development. Stay tuned!  

Summer in Beach Park is a great time to 

clean out the house and get outside.  

Following are some reminders for all 

our neighbors in town. 

Want to hold a garage sale? 

Residents interested in holding a garage 

sale  need to obtain a permit from the 

Village, available at no charge.  Permits 

must be displayed in a window or door 

and be visible from the street. Each 

household can hold two sales per 

calendar year.  Remember to keep the 

signage on private property only and to 

only display signs 24 hours prior to the 

event. Signage should be removed 

within 24 hours after the sale.   

 

Couldn’t sell the old TV at the garage 

sale?   

Electronics Recycling is available for 

Beach Park Residents.  The Illinois 

Electronic Products Recycling and 

Reuse Act prohibits the disposal of 

electronics in landfills.  The Village 

provides a drop off location 

conveniently located at the Public 

Works Facility at 40185 Glendale 

Avenue.  You may drop off your e-

waste Monday through Friday from 

7:00 am to 3:00 pm.  

As always, wishing you and yours the 

very best. 

Trustee Larry Wells 
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Village of Beach Park 

11270 W. Wadsworth Rd. 

Beach Park, IL  60099 

847-746-1770  Phone 

847-746-1797  Fax 

Have a safe and wonderful summer 

from your Village Board! 

First row (L-R), Mary Jo McDonald, Village Clerk; 

John Hucker, Mayor; Linda Sittig, Trustee. 

 

Second row (L-R), Mark Ottersen, Trustee; 

Richard Gust, Trustee; Regina Miller, Trustee; 

Larry Wells, Trustee; Don Jensen, Trustee. 


