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R u r a l  S p i r i t  i n  a  C o n v e n i e n t  L o c a t i o n

The Village of Beach Park Winter 2001

It has been nearly 15 years 
since a small group of us met 
to discuss the possibility of
incorporating a village Ð
ultimately named Beach Park.  

While much of Northeast Lake
County had been subdivided 
in the twenties, history left the
area between Waukegan and
Zion, basically untouched. This
virtual Òno manÕs landÓ had
been a retreat for families
seeking a bit of country living
and space to build and settle. 

With excellent train service to
the city in the twenties, many
felt that many city dwellers
would migrate to this area 
for a taste of Òcountry living.Ó
Unfortunately, the Great
Depression squelched many of
the dreams of noted regional
developers like Bartlett.

As time passed the vacant land
filled in. Many took advantage
of the open spaces and opted 
to build on two or more
previously subdivided lots.
Blocks, streets and a semi-
urban community grew amidst
a few remaining farms as well
as patches of woods and
surrounding ravines that
meandered toward Lake
Michigan.  

(Continued on Page 4)

Perspectives 
from the MayorOn October 11, 2001,

one month after
terrorism plunged
into every life, the
students of Newport
School from Beach
Park School District
#3 created a sign.

A sign to remember
the victims, to
commend the heroes, and to remind each one of us that unity is the foundation 
of America, and unity is what will keep her together.

With the start of an idea from Newport parent Mrs. Michelle Peterson and one
single hand print by Principal Pete Hirt, the entire body of students joined in to

complete a sign of unity.

As our great nation is faced
with a fear that it has never
known before, we can be rest
assured that our future is
secure with the creativity 
and eternal optimism of 
our children. ♦

Students Display “Sign of Unity” 

Village offices will be closed on the following dates during the 
Holiday Season:

• November       & • December       & 

• December • January

During these closures, utility payments may be mailed to 11270 W. Wadsworth
Road, Beach Park, IL 60099 or left in the night deposit box on the east side of 
the Village Hall building.

VILLAGE HALL HOLIDAY HOURS
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Newport School Students

Student hand prints on unity sign
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December 9 
T H E  B E A C H  P A R K
H O L I D A Y  P A R T Y :

1 : 0 0  p m

The Holidays are coming fast and that means two big
events need to be marked boldly on your calendars.

To sign up for these events please call the Beach Park Village Hall at 746-1770.

ÒSHEPARD PARKÓ TO BE
BEACH PARKÕS FIRST

Though I certainly feel it more
personally, as he was a neighbor, 
we all lost a big part of Beach Park’s
future on September 5th. Jeremy
Shepard, though only fifteen years
old, collapsed while running laps in
gym and died shortly thereafter from
heart failure. While he was a
reserved young man, his warm
personality and quiet leadership
within his sports, academic, spiritual
and social worlds moved hundreds of
friends and residents to honor him at
his wake.

Over the past forty days, I’ve
walked through most of our village
with a petition that suggests naming
our first Village park after Jeremy.
To date, with the help of 53 local
businesses, we have received
signatures from over 7,900 people
that support this proposal.

While I’ve seen a number of appeals
to the community for suggested names
for this park over several months, 
it seems that all the proposals are
commonplace and hollow. Jeremy 
is not the first of our children to 
leave behind a vibrant and promising
future. As one man said to me:
“Good children are so often
overlooked and it’s time we give 
them the notice they deserve.”

For residents who have not had the
opportunity to sign, please look for
petitions at one of our local business
establishments. For the Village Board,
I appeal to you to listen to your own
hearts and the majority of residents
who have signed the petition as you
review this opportunity to attach a
name that gives real meaning to our
first park. 

Sincerely,
Terry Larson

Clerk Laurella Cvengros 
S H A R I N G  T H O U G H T S  

F O R  D I S A B L E D

Recreation is an important element of everyone's well being. Thanks to Village
Clerk, Laurella Cvengros, the special needs children of our community and their
families have benefited from a variety of wonderful opportunities. 

Clerk Cvengros responded to a state-wide survey request by Attorney General, 
Jim Ryan for information and observations on recreation opportunities for people
with disabilities. She provided some great insights and was selected from over 900
respondents to serve on a Select Committee on Recreation Opportunities for 
People With Disabilities.

With other committee
members, Laurella will
work to analyze survey
results on this topic and
help determine whether
there are unmet needs
that the Attorney
General’s office might
address to further
improve recreational
opportunities for this
group. ♦

Holidays Arriving Soon

December 15
S P E C I A L  N E E D S

H O L I D A Y  P A R T Y :
1 0 : 0 0  a m

Holiday Party 2000
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The process of updating the Village Zoning ordinance has begun. The team consists of Village trustees, staff
members, three residents (appointed by the Mayor) plus members of the Plan Commission and a planning
consultant from Rolf C. Campbell and Associates.

Adopted in 1991, the Zoning Ordinance describes the uses of various properties within its zoning districts. 
It also gives the Plan Commission and Village Board a basic format to help guide controlled and thoughtfully
planned growth and development. Updates are done periodically to adjust for changes. Community needs are
constantly changing due to changes in society, economy and development.

Zoning Book Update

Municipal

Code

Code: 10.08.050 PARKING AFTER SNOWFALL

Code: 9.20.050 SNOWMOBILES AND MOTORIZED BIKES

It is unlawful for any person to park or permit to be parked or to leave standing, any motorized vehicle on any street 
or shoulder within the Village limits at any time after a snow begins to fall and for a period of 8 hours after snow stops
falling when the snow on the streets exceeds two inches in depth, or until snow removal operations are completed 
(Ord 1990-0-48 § 1). 

Without prior consent, it’s unlawful to operate any engine powered vehicle (snowmobiles, minibikes, dirt bikes, etc.) 
in a way that disturbs peace and quiet on private property, and in areas such as; public streets, sidewalks, school grounds,
park properties, cemeteries, golf courses.

It’s also unlawful to operate these vehicles in a careless manner and without yielding the right-of-way when crossing
public thoroughfares. Individuals, firms and/or corporations in violation of these terms are subject to fines up to $500
per offense. ♦

Timely Codes You Should Know 
P A R K I N G  A F T E R  S N O W F A L L

S N O W M O B I L E S  A N D  M O T O R I Z E D  B I K E S

Dentistry With A Gentle Touch
Beach Park 872-5530 Gurnee 623-5530

Lower Level of Maves Chiropractic Building

Ira L. Shapira, D.D.S., F.I.C.C.M.O., Mark J. Amidei, D.D.S. And Associates
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Public
Works

THE VILLAGE LINK 
GOES ON-LINE

Starting November 1, 2001 you’ll

find almost everything you see in

the Village Link — and more at:

www.villageofbeachpark.com

When you visit the Web site 

you’ll find:

• Bright new design

• Expanded coverage and graphics

for many articles

• Archived copies of past issues of

The Village Link

• Minutes from Village meetings

• Added information and hot-

links to local businesses (where

available)

There are options to sign up for

our free e-mail service that will

keep you up to date on Village

news as it’s released.

General Drainage
Project Update

In response to resident concerns about drainage throughout the Village, we’ve
begun a multi-year drainage project.  

The first step was shooting aerial photos of the landscape. Those big white X’s 
that several of you questioned were markers to help align final printed images. 
From these pictures, drawings will show the ground surface with elevation 
changes at 1-foot intervals.  

While there is only a small part of Beach Park that is mapped in this manner,
complete drawings should be available next January.

From the drawings, engineers can study existing natural drainage flow paths 
and make plans for improved drainage throughout the Village. ♦

If you haven’t been by the Village Hall,

it’s worth changing your daily route 

to drive past and check out our new

illuminated sign. The programmable

unit, bearing our new logo, will be a great

source of information about upcoming

events such as: Village Board Meetings,

Public Works Announcements, Ghost

Walk, Casino Trips and other events

from the Parks & Recreation Department

as well as Time and Temperature.

Information suggestions : contact Trustee

Bobby Dodd. ♦

Information on the Run

New Programmable Sign

IN MEMORY OF 
NEIL OTTERBACHER 

A Beach Park Plan Commissioner

for several years, Neil Otterbacher

passed away on October 6, 2001.

An asset to the community and

commission he served on, Neil will

be missed. The Beach Park Board,

Plan Commission and staff extend

our sincere condolences to his wife

Bridget and family members.
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The Village of Beach Park
11270 W. Wadsworth Road
Beach Park, IL 60099
(847) 746-1770 fax (847) 746-1797 
web site: www.villageofbeachpark.com

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: (8am – 5pm) 
Friday: (8am – 4pm)

Mayor:
Milton Jensen

Trustees: 
Barbara Braim Regina Miller
Bob Dodd Roger Spencer
Elaine Lindelof Richard Vanderhoef

The Village of Beach Park
11270 W. Wadsworth Road
Beach Park, IL 60099

Doing Business in Beach Park
I T ’ S  A  W I N - W I N  R E L A T I O N S H I P

Clerk:
Laurella Cvengros

11411 W. Wadsworth Road, Beach Park 

Your Bridge to Community Banking

Bridgeview Bank Proudly Serving the Beach Park Community

(847) 336-1800

Zion-Benton

➡ Free Personal Checking
➡ Highly Competitive Rates
➡ Hometown Customer Service

Member of FDIC

When you do business in 
Beach Park, you keep local

businesses healthy. 

When Beach Park 
businesses are healthy, 

their tax contribution keeps
residents “tax-free.” 

It’s a Fact
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